Gonersted uting Aul Peo 3.0 September 17th 1992

Author: Ware Fregs

18 Rooeevelt St

Pequsnnoek, NJ 07440
201-694-2436 Voleo Mall
201-694-0623 Voles
201-694-508i BBS
201-226-2675 BBS
201-831-6633 BBS
201-343-3496 BBS
201-473-2703 BBS
201-627-1825 BBS

Teshnleal and Reforence Information Regarding STS
Synergy Teleaonferencing System Devaloped by: Lightepaad Elestronies lne.

1] Ristory
2} My involvement
3) System spaciflestions snd General run on sentences.

1) STS was arested by 1 tysop and friends who ssw the need 1o Improve 3 drastieslly behind the times
software package known as Diverst Dial.  Diversl Dist was written BIll Basham for the Apple 2 + snd 24
systeme. It utilized the eard slote and allowed for 7 modems or less to be  scoessed by the progrom. As fer
at | know, it was the fiest "CB"  stlmulator to roach the marketplace and the first one | had sver seen.

Bacsuse of It lImitations and lack of suport by the suther, A company known as Lightspeed elestronies
dealded to oreste thelr own  verslon of this seftware using low cott IBM compatible machines snd
pecipherale. One of Lightspaeds owners was running o Diversl dial and  used thelr common structure a2 2
model for the new "Syneeqy” system.  STS was wall secapted by other Divaral disl sysops snd many converted

to the new system. STS Is now more popular than Diversi disl wver was  In the US and Conads.

2) | am an operator of o STS system and have been sines May 1991, 1run  the largest STS sysien 1o date
with 15 Hnes. | started in 1989 by  taking over an axisting Diversl disl and converted to STS. | wish 1o
see the advanaemant of STS to the kind of oparstor base that ~ Major BBS hss achiwved. {Gslscticomm) | am in
oloss contect with the  suthers and run an offlalal STS support statlon.

3) STS runs on |BM sompatible based systems such 2 3038,30286, or 80386  systems. | agsume It will
tun o s 436, but | have never hased of it Balng run o 2 436. Im sure that It will be made compatible If it
teat  alresdy. STS ls o licensed produci. Upon purchase of the STS 10 line  package, you are axpected o
sdhere 10 their rules and regulstions a2 an  operaior. You ean run the tystem snyway you like but they ean
limit the  ares to which you are llsensed. The 10 line system comes with a sarfal  oard manufsatared by
lightspeed and s software spesific to this esrd.  STS Is planned to support cnly thele serlst eard, The osrd
has 8 cables  with male ends. While the eard only handles 8 modeme, STS supporis comt  and som2 with
default IRQ settings. Most axtornal modems of o quality  brand will funetion properly. s suggested that the







Comt and Com2  ports are externs] modems also for cossons of gquality and to ensure  the life of the
computer. STS supports up to 9600 Baud on 4seh of the 10 porte and will allow 300-9600 en esch line
solectively.  Conflgurations for asch fine are for hayet or qenerle sommand sets. Az well an V.42 or MNP
sottings. The modem configurations are well  theught out as compared 10 most other systems. Another
straative  festure Is having loas terminals via Null modem. Loasl terminels  are completely supported up to
9600 Baud.

STS oant run 10 lines on o single XT 1OMHz system without alot of  troable. Fastors to sonsider are:

Spesd of your computer. Rescommened at st losst 10Mhe.
Spesd of your hardrive.  Bolow 28Me
Spesd of your modems. 2400

| would sugqest a 286 or better for all 2400 bsud operation and o fazt haeddeive. The faster the speed of
your modeme, the fasier your computer shoald be. | have run 10 lines on an XT with 5 2400 baud and 5 st
1200 baud. Their were no notisesble problems but, it was with an esrlier version of the sofiware whish it now 4
nore frylng version,

Right now | sm running 15 lines and t terminal ulng s 16 MHZ 286  machine with 512K EMS and a0
IDE 13 MS 20 mag hard drive.

The system rarely pauses bocsuse of the EMS. STS can support up 1o 4 megs of Expanded wom. The
pauses sre vhon the system writes to the disk detve. Psuses are fow and far batwesn and aren't ever 1 problom.

A disk eache will probably be the most rollable setup.

The neaimum configuration you aan run Is limited fo the amount of memory snd 3 bit slote you have in your
somputer. While no one has run wwer 18 lines, 1t aan be done.

Each Comeard hat the ability to support 8 modems. The additional comeards will sttach via asble fo the firet
lngtalled Comesrd.

STS allows any suthorlzad parzen fo go Into terminal made on any line. Whils dlsling out of scurse, the
porson is restristed by the capabilities of the STS softwars. STS sirips the 3th bit and  renders H unable to
downlosd or transfer data vis 8 bit protocels.

Sysop terminal I roffared to a2 slot 0. Slot O shows each line and 2 symbol desoribing the fasture the line
It using o If ite ompty. Thore Is 2 serolling list of users enline soroes the top. Baud rate is adjustsble for slot
0. Thirs it no serollback for slot 0. Slot 0, Is ke o dedieated network server. Thare are no DOS options for
glot O a2 It 12 not able 1o axlt to dos ot sll. Eventusily the syetem it suppored to run independent of DOS. All
gereen writes are currantly divest 1o display. All slot O tysopa sereent are svsllsble from remote exaept for
Funetion hey maores definitlons, sinee they san't be used from remote.

The STS program Is oaly one executsble loss than 120K, Upon execution 1t erestes o number of data files
formatted st 32k asch. There are slso a number of text and snal files that are uzed by sysops to detsll help and
mombarship Infocmation. Each user scoount that Is oreated will  gonerste o 32k filo. That file holds mall 4nd
Info that It to or from that secount. Al data stored in any sceounts sre serambled In order fo pravent anyone
from setually reading the dats on backups.

At 5 test station | have seen many upgrades. Upgrades of STS aan be downleaded from the Lightspeed
poople. Alo If you want to upgrade from a remote tight, ite pozsible to set up STS to be sble to boot Its self
into 2 term program, then update Iteelf and rebaot back Into oparatice.

STS runs completely solf suffialent and 1¢ delsgned fo be run from remote Just as well as belng s alot 0.
The system dossn't hava any datly mslatonsnes or downtime as ¢ resalt of any of Its funetlons.

STS is protected In many inveative ways to keap it from belng cicoulated to others as well a3 bolng able 10 be
decompiled. Of course | won't 1ell how or what Is protesting it, but Im sure no sne could wor sucaesfully got it







to work without buylng thelr own version. Currently the version [ am runaing Is 1.86 . The relesss varsion of
STS i 2.0 From what | understand, 1t Is elose to complotion. Upon completion it will have a pross relesse and
some limtied publiaity to get 2ome publia sitention In the BBS world!

Festures of the STS systems are unmsiched. STS is Incredibly resilsble and it works! All STS systems sre
aspable of lnking to esch other and sllowlng real Hime chat and E-msil. Iis the beei axample of networklng | have
sean a2 far 22 BBS systoms 4o, by far. All commands are command  line and simple. Thers are no menus and
bulky command prompts. [is like belng in an operating system. All systeme have an exclusive address wmuch like
an lnternet addeass or Compuserve ld. Links betwesn systems are done via spesial protosol that encode sl data 2o
that it aant be resd while In ¢ dats service that dossnt sllow exelusive use. For example: [f an STS systom thst
you want to link fo Isnt local to you, but you are loesl to s Galseticomm 2nd 2o In the sther STS, then both
systoms could esll that loasl Galacticomm and link (nside of a chst o that system. Now sinee Gshaetlcomm len't
2 private system, you don't wani thst systems sysops or eo sysops to read what you are saying right?  Wall
thats why STS ensodes everything in Hs Hnk protocel, to lasure  ite usars privaey. No other tystem asn do
that.

Linking is what mskes STS thrive the most n my opinlon. With links, users ean communlests with othér
parts of the US or world a2 If they were on oar system. The tystems ean tend and recelve mall serase the links.
Private messages ean 4o soross linke. you can even chock when & uter wat online or read his mail scrots o liak.
STS hag the best linking fasturas of any system.

Peivasy Is of great Importsnce to me. While sometimas | would ltke to know what another user Is saylng In o
private sonvarsation, | belleve that sll convarsstion belleved as belng private, should  be private. STS
doegn't allow any sysop 1o read any users mall, private eoaversations, chate, or anything mesnt fo be private. This
it important If the relsilonship betwesn sysop and users Is masnt to be plessant.

Privacy Is a huge consideration of the saftwace devaloper. Even If socount flles ware read, they are sorambled
to provent people from resding them, If they were to get thelr hands on s backup copy. A tysop ean't wen boot
an additionsl aopy of STS on anvther mschine to read anothers mall bocause STS wont run without the STS eard.

H you sre interested In running STS In your ares, eall me for more Information saytime. STS will only 24ll
Neanse to operste In approved aress. If you are dicectly lossl to o surrent STS, then yoa may not be sliglble to
fun 1 tystem..

Have 4 doy.

STS = Synargy Teleconfarencing System. Copyright Lightspeed Elestronios 1988-1992






